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Harvest Meditation 


Look! I’m running the binder! With a flick 

Of my hand and foot I start the chains clattering; 
Jerking, catching the corn; cutting, carrying it; 
Pushing, packing it; tying, tilting, thrusting it 
From the regularly filled platform beside me. 

See the brown tassels bow down to me! See 

The tall, yellow stalks fall prone at my coming 
To yield fat ears in a heavy harvest’s oblation! 

I am power indisputable, irresistible, 
Triumphant. Look! Why, I must be a god! 


How foolishly puffed up I have become. 

A god must be mind as well as power 

And there’s no mind in my performance— 

Only a primitive kinesthetic feel 

That shifts these gears automatically 

And keeps me swaying upright in my seat. 

My mind is resting and roaming the world over, 
Like a circus rider’s on a roaring lion’s 

Cage in a noisy parade. I am no god. 

Nor a circus rider in a parade. 


And Ged must be mercy. Would God be God 
Unless he could use mind and power not 

To work a harm when that seems good to him? 
There is no mercy here. The bright fly winging 
And the dark cricket jumping cannot escape 
My inexorable thundering, grinding, crashing. 
Oh day of wrath for all small helpless, hopping, 
Sinless things! I cannot save them from my 
Cruel march through autumn’s patient dying 
Though pity implore it at my heart’s door. 


And what is reaping compared to growing? What 
Is taking to making? Destroying to creating? 
Did I will suns to shine, and rains to drip? 

Did I command the swollen seed to split 

And slip its pale, bent neck between rough clods; 
The shafts to lengthen, the leaves to spread, richly 
Green, and stiffly rustling, to drink in the 

Earth and sky? Did I cause winds to waft 


The pollen on silk drenched with dew and moonlight? 
Was I the first to dream of a hungerless world— 
To plan to fill its bins against a famine? 


No. I am a woman, and no longer young, 

Doubling for a boy as women have 

Since men began to play the lead 

On stage and farm. I could not even thread 

This needle—sharp lightning, or a serpent’s fang— 
Darting between each dozen stalks to bind 

Them into bundles. Nor could I mend it. 

I am self-limited, as mortals are. 


But there must be something of God in me 

That I can see a need, and have a mind 

To meet it; something of his power that I 

Can learn to use my small weak hands and feet 
To do a big good work that should be done. 

In my layered thoughts, rising tier on tier, 

From the lowest plane of the simplest muscular 
Response in an elemental self-protection 

To the loftiest thoughts of a god so powerful 

He can be merciful, am I not striving 

Godward? Isn’t this the light we live by— 
Starshine on mists—dawn on hoar-frosted hills? 
Isn’t this the meaning of life’s unending quest— 
Bitter because it never can be complete, 

Joyful because it unites heart, soul and mind 

In a compelling cosmic search for truth? 


If I fulfill my human destiny 
In the midst of others like me, obeying 
As I am able the laws of growth that I learn, 
Stretching myself as the corn strains upward, 
Feeding on earth and sky, grateful for sun 
And wind, the moon, the stars, the snow and the rain, 
Do I not become a part of God 
And of his plan? Now I cannot be sure. 
But like the seed not told into what it shall grow, 
So I in being will bide my time to know. 
—NATALIE BLANTON. 
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GENERAL COUNCIL 


Church’s Reorganization 
Gets Favorable Report 


The Presbyterian, U. S., reorganiza- 
tion of agencies which was authorized by 
the 1949 General Assembly has been 
studied and given a vote of confidence. 

After seven years in operation the re- 
organization has been studied at the di- 
rection of the 1956 Assembly, which 
thought it well to appraise the results of 
the far-reaching changes that were 
brought about. The report of the special 
committee headed by C. E. Mount, of 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., was presented at 
the fall meeting of the General Council in 
Atlanta. It declared, ‘““The widespread 
impression seems to be that it is an effec- 
tive aid in furthering the work of the 
church. Those who developed the plan 
did their work well.” 

Administrative costs in Boards have 
remained the same or been reduced from 
what was true of the former executive 
committees which they replaced. This is 
true despite expanded services ordered 
by the General Assembly. The final re- 
port of the study will be presented at the 
spring meeting of the General Council. 


No 1958 Program 


It was agreed by the General Council 
that the current Forward With Christ 
program shall end in 1957 as scheduled, 
that no special program will be presented 
in 1958, “but that all agencies and 
churches shall be urged to use this time 
for the promotion of the regular program 
of the church.” 

The Council is studying the need for a 
central treasurer for all Assembly agen- 
cies, but a recommendation on this pos- 
sible step has not yet been made. Al- 
though a study has been made of the need 
for a lectionary for the church it was the 
recommendation of a special committee 
that such a listing of Scripture selections 
that may be read at designated times 
should not be published at this time. 
The committee will continue, however, 
to seek closer cooperation of all agencies 
in the church that are suggesting Bible 
passages for reading during the year. 

No mention seems to have been made 
to the General Council of the lectionary 
which appears in the Assembly-approved 
Book of Common Worship. 

Dr. J. Fara Van Meter, Lexington, 
Ky., physician, was re-elected chairman 
of the General Council. Emmett B. 
McGukin, Lynchburg, Va. pastor, is the 
vice-chairman. 


Bible Reading 


Thanksgiving to Christmas 


NOVEMBER 
22 Thanksgiving----- Deuteronomy 5:1-21 
p= area se ile SPS ete ee Psalms 19:1-14 
5 ae ema Psalms 27:1-14 
Fee IN is aici ccs Psalms 46:1-11 
y ERP eee reneereaes Psalms 103:1-22 
a re anees Ls aeeteecaeaees Psalms 121:1-8 
130:1-8 
de rare a ea Psalms 145:1-21 
: . Seem ee eee Proverbs 3:1-20 
eee Isaiah 40:1-11, 28-31 

DECEMBER 
a ara ees Isaiah 55:1-13 
? GO, on. cece eee Luke 6:20-49 
) SR ee eee eee John 1:1-28 
FRIES ES Se ees John 1:29-51 
Na sche ae ni es elas ran eae John 3:1-36 
"EERE PEED tas peene er ce Dh ae John 4:1-38 
; OPE ee ne ere ee eee John 15:1-27 
a rae John 17:1-26 
9 Universal Bible Sunday___-Luke 8:1-21 
Or aper tee ant SEOES Acts 17:16-34 
es ee ee ee Romans 8:1-39 
Bile icine ae tac ets eae aera Romans 12:1-21 
i: cree mere 1 Cerinthians 13:1-13 
EE Rel ee ee Philippians 4:1-23 
| 5. Sa ee eae ee Hebrews 11:1-40 
Oe eee Luke 10:23-42 
5 ee en re re Luke 11:1-17 
SE eee meee Luke 12:22-34 
|» eee een re re Luke 15:1-10 
Gs ae Rg ty tea Luke 15:11-32 
5, ee en ae near ees aoe ne Luke 1:1-23 
> EE ee eee ee Luke 1:24-38 
Ps eae ne Luke 1:39-56 
EEA eee ee Luke 1:57-80 
a CON. SS Senne Luke 2:1-20 
ENN SRE DA ee eee eet Luke 2:21-40 
Bit Se eae Luke 2:41-52 
ee cae ae Luke 3:1-23 
oh NAN ho oe Luke 4:1-15 
INE ng coin ce mieaseioe Luke 4:16-44 
= ETE vere nam eae SF Psalms 90:1-17 


Niemoeller, in St. Louis, 
Sees World Fear of Violence 


St. Louis, Mo. (RNs)—Martin Nie- 
moeller, president of the Evangelical 
Church of Hesse-Nassau in Germany, 
told 9,000 persons at a Reformation rally 
in Kiel Auditorium here that the world 
is afraid of its own powers of violence 
“and can only be saved by suffering and 
forgiving love.” 

In a reference to the H-bomb, the Ger- 
man churchman said, “Like Peter and 
John, we are tempted to bring down the 
fire of heaven upon the evildoers.” He 
warned, “The danger is that we shall love 
our own truth and our own way and not 
put our trust in God.” 

“We must not give ourselves to our 
own ideas and or own beliefs, for both 
are dangerous,” he said, “but we must 
remember that God’s promise to his chil- 
dren stands. Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life for a world in which men 
are caught in the nets of pride and de- 
spair.” 

Dr. Niemoeller came to America for 
a five-week lecture tour of the U.S. and 
Canada under the auspices of the U.S. 
Conference of the World Council of 
Churches. He is scheduled to speak at 
churches, colleges and seminaries in both 
countries and to address mass-meetings 
sponsored by local councils of churches. 

On Dec. 6, New York University will 
present Dr. Niemoeller with the Univer- 
sity Medal, its “highest award to dis- 
tinguished people.” 


Merger of Campus Groups 
Now Up to Denominations 


CuIcaco (RNS)—Student leaders of 
five Protestant denominations voted here 
in favor of organic merger of their 
campus organizations. The proposed 
new group would be called the United 
Campus Christian Fellowship. 

A plan of union was drawn up at a 
“consultation on campus union” of 
Congregational Christian, Evangelical 
and Reformed, Presbyterian, USA, Dis- 
ciples and Methodist student leaders and 
campus ministers. 

The plan will be submitted to local 
campus groups for study and action. 
Union will take place in 1958 if the plan 
is approved in denominational conclaves 
next summer. 

Methodists pointed out, however, that 


they will be unable to join the merger 
before their denomination’s General 
Conference meets in 1960. 


Woehrle Presided 


Thomas Woehrle of La Grange, IIl., 
a Presbyterian student at Yale Divinity 
School, presided at the three-day meeting. 

The proposed merger will involve 
760 000 college and university students, 
including the Methodist participants. 

Present at the meeting here as ob- 
servers were representatives of these de- 
nominational groups: Episcopal, Lu- 
theran, American Baptist, Evangelical 
United Brethren, African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist 
Episcopal and Presbyterian, US. “> 








Other observers represented the YMCA, 
the YWCA, and the United Student 
Christian Council, an affiliate of the 
National Council of Churches. 

A continuing committee with two stu- 
dent and one staff delegate from each 
denomination was named to “continue 
negotiations toward organic merger.” 

It was agreed that the first two groups 
to vote favorably on merger should pro- 
ceed, with others coming in later. 

The united group’s theological basis 
will be: 

“The faith attested by the Holy Scrip- 
tures and affirmed in the confessions and 
life of the church that God incarnate in 
Jesus Christ and present in the Holy 
Spirit wills to reconcile men to himself, 
and that he is acting in history creating, 
judging and redeeming.” 

The student leaders outlined as an- 
other basis: 

“We affirm that in the Church. of Christ 
we are members of one body and we be- 
lieve that we are called to the union of 
our campus Christian movements as a 
more adequate expression of our unity 
in the church that we may better proclaim 
the gospel in campus and community life.” 

According to proposed by-laws, all stu- 
dents and faculty members “who elect 
to share in the life of the local United 
Campus Christian Fellowship” will be 
eligible for membership regardless of 
church affiliation. 

Separate recommendations for merger 
on small, middle-sized, larger and metro- 
politan campuses were outlined. 


Conference Aims 


The conference adopted several aims, 
These included: 

“To deepen the Christian faith of stu- 
dents and faculty. 

“To broaden ecumenical understanding 
through common experiences as in inter- 
collegiate campus Christian movements. 

“To receive the nurture of the church 
and at the same time enable the UCCF 
to be a prophetic voice in the life of the 
church, pioneering on all frontiers of faith 
and work. 

“To enable our communions to exercise 
greater stewardship of funds and leader- 
ship which have been granted for campus 
ministry and campus Christian move- 
ments. 

“To further conversations with our fel- 
low campus Christian movements sensi- 
tive to the imperative for unity.” 


University of Alabama 
Head Takes Ford Post 


President Oliver C. Carmichael of the 
University of Alabama will resign as 
president of that institution effective Jan- 
uary 1 in order to take a position with 
the Fund for the Advancement of Edu- 
cation, an agency of the Ford Founda- 
tion. 

Dr. Carmichael, who is a Presbyterian, 
has headed the Alabama institution since 
September, 1953. He formerly directed 
the Carnegie Foundation for Teaching. 
He exects to make his home in Ashe- 
ville, N. C. He says he expects his new 
work to take him at least three years. 


a 


THE THING TO DO! 
Students Go to Church 


CHICAGO (RNS)—Today’s college stu- 
dents are finding churchgoing increas- 
ingly “fashionable” and “popular,” a 
Congregational campus life expert ob- 
served here. 

But that does not prove colleges and 
universities are experiencing “a religious 
revival,’ said Bryant Drake, secretary 
of the department of higher education of 
the denomination’s Board of Home Mis- 
sions. 

“What does it mean if a fraternity 
insists that its pledges attend church, 
or if students discover church is a good 
place to take a date?” he asked. 

Dr. Drake discussed religious trends 
at a meeting of Congregational Chris- 
tian and Evangelical and Reformed cam- 
pus ministers here. 

He was president of Doane College, 
Crete, Neb., until 1948, when he was 
named to the denominational educational 
post. 

“Certainly there is a greater and more 
intelligent theological interest among 
students, many of whom are reading Paul 
Tillich and Reinhold Niebuhr,” he said. 

“But as to the periodic reports that 
larger numbers of students are involved 
in campus religious program, mere num- 


bers alone are not important.” 

Dr. Drake suggested two other indices, 
in addition to students’ interest in serious 
theology, to gauge the “depths and vigor” 
of the “revival”: 

(1) The number of Christian students 
from the South who have overcome racial 
prejudices. (Their religion apparently 
has done something to make them differ- 
ent from the society from which they 
came.’’) 


(2) The number of students enrolling 
in church summer workcamps to aid 
American Indians, city slum dwellers 
and underprivileged persons overseas. 


PARKING PROBLEM 


Medium size churches should have a 
site of at least five to seven acres to pro- 
vide adequate off-street parking space, 
according to C. Harry Atkinson, former 
executive director of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches Bureau of Church Build- 
ing. A good formula to use is one park- 
ing space for every four persons seated 
in the church’s nave, says Dr. Atkinson. 
“Churches simply cannot expect young 
couples with three or four children—as 
most of them seem to have today—to park 
four blocks away in inclement weather,” 
he said. He is now editor of the quarterly 
magazine, Protestant Church Adminis- 
tration and Equipment. 








RICHES 


O, God of Mercy, Lord Divine, 

We thank Thee for these gifts of Thine: 
For all the joys of life and health, 

For what we have of worldly wealth, 

For comrades tried, for friendships true, 
For right to start each day anew— 

No man so bruised but he may be 
Completely happy, Lord, in Thee; 

No man so poor but he may own 

A world of beauty all his own; 

Some jewels free to everyone— 

The moon, the stars, the shining sun; 
The green of grass, the blue of seas, 

The song-birds’ tuneful melodies, 

The singing brook, the mountains tall— 
These are our treasures, one and all. 

For whatsoever things are pure, 

For will to conquer and endure, 

For burdens eased, and strength renewed— 
We offer Thee our gratitude. 


—J. W. BENJAMIN 
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A THANKSGIVING DAY MEDITATION 


The Well and the Water 


MAN by the name of Rowland 

Howard once put one of the simple 
yet profound facts of life into words 
that have become almost proverbial; you 
never miss the water until the well runs 
dry. What those words mean is as plain 
as the nose on your face. They mean that 
we never realize how much we depend 
on water as long as we have all we want. 
As long as we can turn on the faucet 
and the pure, clean, fresh water flows 
without the slightest sign of stopping, we 
do not not think much about it. We take 
it as a matter of course. We are even 
so bold as to waste it, and to let it run 
long after we have what we need. Not 
until there comes a dry summer and we 
are in the country depending on a dug 
well, not until we turn the faucet and 
hear the empty rush of air, do we begin 
to realize how much we depend on water, 
to bathe our bodies, to water our gardens, 
to wash our clothes and, above all, to 
quench our thirst. 

The same thing is true of all the things 
in life that really matter. We never 
really appreciate food until we have been 
good and hungry. As long as we have 
all the money we want, money does not 
mean much to us, and we spend it like 
water. We never realize how much we 
count on the church until we find our- 
selves in a place where there is no church; 
then we begin to see just how much we 
depend upon it to feed our spirits. Even 
the people we love most we are likely 
to take for granted, not fully realizing 
how much they mean to us until we are 
in danger of losing them. Then we be- 
gin, rather late in the day, to count them 
among our treasures. God himself we 
often take as a matter of course, not real- 
izing how utterly we are dependent on 
him until we go through one of those 
terrible periods that the mystics call “‘the 
dark night of the soul.” 


It Is a Fact 


To say this about human beings is not 
to judge them harshly, nor to blame them 
for their nature. It is simply to record 
a fact about them, the fact that in most 
cases they never miss the water until 
the well runs dry. 

This is why the most thankful people 
are those who have been through the 
darkest hours and have seen the grimmest 
days. The Pilgrims in 1621 were so 
genuinely thankful because they had been 
so desperately hungry. They had been 


DR. FERRIS is rector of Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Boston, Mass. He began his min- 
istry there in 1942 and thus occupies the 
pulpit made famous by the 22-year ministry 
of the great Phillios Brooks who served there 
from 1869 to 1891. 
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By THEODORE P. FERRIS 


through one, long, devastating winter that 
mowed them down like grass and, now 
when the harvest assured them of more 
than enough food for the next winter, 
their gratitude was unbounded. 

One of the most thankful persons I 
know is a woman who has been in pain 
for the past two years. For the past six 
months it has become steadily more con- 
stant and more severe. About four weeks 
ago she was given one of the new drugs, 
and the pain has stopped. Never before 
has she been so thankful because never 
before had she known what constant pain 
could be like. The people who are really 
thankful for peace are the people who 
have been through the ravages of war, 
who have gone to bed night after night 
not knowing whether they would live to 
see another day. One of the most thank- 
ful persons I have ever met was a young 
man who was shot down in the Pacific. 
Through the long hot days and the freez- 
ing nights he waited there on a raft for 
fifty-six hours. When he was picked up, 
he knew what it meant to thank God for 
life. In fact, you might almost say that 
the most thankful people are the people 
who have had the most trouble. 


Keep Trouble Away 


This puts trouble in a new light. No- 
body like trouble; do not let anyone 
piously or otherwise fool you about that. 
Everybody shrinks from trouble and does 
everything he can to guard against it. 
But we Americans despise trouble. To 
us it is a mark of weakness. We expect 
a man to make good, to support his fam- 
ily and to leave them something when he 
dies. We expect him to keep well. If 
he makes mistakes, if he gets himself into 
bad scrapes, if he fails and goes down, 
even temporarily, we are inclined to think 
him weak, if not yellow. Our whole 
economy is planned to protect us from 
trouble, and to keep us comfortable from 
the cradle to the grave. 


So, one well after another runs dry. 
The body gives out; we run through the 
money; the person we love is taken away; 
the lights burn out. When this happens, 
some people go to pieces but not most. 
Most people begin to grow, grow. more 
conscious of life outside and beyond 
themselves. The range of their sympathy 
increases by leaps and bounds, and their 
imagination gets more lively every day, 
so that they begin to see how other people 
have to live, and through what dark and 
deep valleys they have had to travel. 


When the well begins to fill once again, 
then their hearts sing for joy and they 
enter the ranks of those who praise God 
from whom all blessings flow. Of course, 
sometimes the well does not fill up. Some- 
times it remains dry as a bone. Some- 
times the hody does not recover; the per- 
son you love does not get well, the tide 
does not turn, the food does not arrive, 
and the harvest fails. What then? When 
that happens a man digs a deeper well, 
strikes a deeper vein. That is what a 
man in the country does, and that is what 
a man in trouble does. If his physical 
capacities fail, he reaches down to deeper 
wells and draws on spiritual reserves 
hitherto untapped. If the person he loves 
dies, he digs deeper until he strikes the 
vein of the unseen world, and in this new 
world his life expands and assumes a 
dimension it never had before. 


Who Are the Grect? 


When you stop to think of it, who are 
the great people you have known? Not 
great in the sense that their names appear 
in some Who’s Who, but great in the 
sense that they were transmitters of life 
to everybody around them. Are they the 
people whose wells never went dry? I 
hardly think so. Are they not in almost 
every case the people who, when their 
well went dry, either waited patiently for 
the rains to fill it again, or dug a deeper 
well nearby? And which are the great 
nations of the earth, and at what hour 
were they at their greatest? When the 


“You never miss the water ‘till the well runs dry.” 


But trouble comes, just the same. Soon- 
er or later the well runs dry. And when 
trouble comes, we become more aware, 
first of the water itself. We become con- 
scious, almost for the first time, of the 
mysterious, indeed miraculous qualities 
of water. And we become aware of our 
dependence upon it. We know that we 
cannot get along without it. We knew 
it all along, intellectually, but we never 
took time to take it in. 


well was full, or dry? I leave you to give 
the answer. 

So I move quickly on to think of our 
own nation in the light of these things 
we have been thinking and saving. 

We might as well come directly to the 
point. In this country our danger is not 
poverty, but prosperity. We have not 
too little; we have too much for our own 
good. Our well is overflowing, at least 
at the moment, and the oil wells in Texas 
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are a symbol of the extravagant wealth 
of this country. It would be silly to say 
that there is anything intrinsically evil 
about it, because there isn’t. But, it is 
only common sense to say that, in the 
light of history, no nation ever thrives 
for long on prosperity. Soon it begins 
to take for granted the water and the oil, 
the coal and the soil, the waterways and 
the harbors, all the things that have been 
given to it; it wastes them instead of 
thanking God for them. Its imagination 
shrinks and, instead of becoming more 
and more aware of the life of the world 
around it it becomes more and more con- 
scious of its own life and its own needs. 

There are some nations in the world 
today that may perish or be destroyed 
because they have too little. Ours is a 
different danger. We may go down be- 
cause we have so much that we will 
become too small. 


Two Words with Care 

You never miss the water until the 
well runs dry. So runs the proverbial 
wisdom. But there are two words in our 
vocabulary that a wise man uses only 
with greatest care, “always” and “never.” 
There are very few things that are always 
true, and there are still fewer things that 
never can be true. It is not strictly true 
to say that we never miss the water until 
the well runs dry, because sometimes we 
do. Some people do appreciate the water 
before the well runs dry. Some people 
are aware and sensitive in the midst of 
plenty. Some people are thankful in 
the midst of prosperity, and some people 
do appreciate their families and their 
friends while they are still in their im- 
mediate company. 

They are the people who have made 
it almost a habit to give thanks; to think 
of the water when they turn it on and 
silently thank God for it; to think of 
the food when it comes on the table and 
secretly acknowledge their dependence 
upon it and their good fortune in having 
it. Their imaginations begin to stretch 
so that while they are enjoying a huge 
Thanksgiving Day dinner, they can think 
of the people in other lands who seldom 
get a square meal, and they can imagine 
what it might be like to be hungry. 

They are the people who go to church 
on Thankgiving Day. They appreciate 
the fact that the spirit of man must be 
trained, just as his body and, that if they 
do not set specific times to stop and think 
about the serious things in life, these 
things little by little slip away and are 
forgotten. Their families may grow up 
in prosperity, with more than enough 
food, with two or three automobiles, with 
good schools, and with every fair oppor- 
tunity to succeed. But the cupboard in- 
side is bare. The awareness, the sensi- 
tiveness, the imagination, which are the 
qualities of greatness in a man, have been 
left to lie idle, until they are limp and 
powerless. 


ECUMENICAL CONVERSATION 12 


The Manifestation of Unity in 
Church Organization 


The first step 


It is clear that churches in America 
are now ordered according to very dif- 
ferent principles. Consider, for example, 
the following statements: 


a. “The presbyterial form of govern- 
ment rests on the premise that the au- 
thority of the church is “from below,” ie., 
from the congregation of believers. A 
presbytery is an area organization con- 
sisting of all ministers (teaching elders) 
and one layman (ruling elder) from each 
congregation in the territory. The minis- 
ters are considered representatives of 
God; the laymen as representatives of the 
members of the congregation.” “In gen- 
eral, Lutheran church bodies on this con- 
tinent follow a congregational-synodical 
form of government, based upon the rec- 
ognition of the congregation of believers 
as the primary body through which power 
committed by Christ to the church is nor- 
mally exercised. For the sake of efficient 
and effective administration, congrega- 
tions voluntarily delegate to their synod 
a number of their own functions and ob- 
ligations. To Lutherans the form of church 
pol.ty is not essential: the central object 
of any polity is whether the congregation 
is properly served with Word and Sacra- 
ment. “There is nothing confessional 
about church organization.’” (George F. 
Harkins) 

b. “. . . Apostolicity is essential to the 
church, and in traditional Chr.stianity it 
is articulated by episcopacy, although the 
episcopacy is by no means the exclusive 
manifestation of the Apostolic Succession. 
The office of bishop is regarded as the 
continuance of the divinely appointed 
Apostolate. ... In the Orthodox Church 
the collective episcopate is the ultimate 
and plenary source of all dogmatic, litur- 
gical and canonical (i.e., legislative, ju- 
dicial and exccutive) authority, as the 
organ expressing the divine will. 
Authoritative action not initiated or ex- 
ercised directly by the episcopate is pre- 
sumably delegated, but the bishop does not 
stand above the church; (he) depends on 
a title of jurisdiction, which involves the 
cooperation of the rest of the church. ... 
Basic to this supreme position of the epis- 
copate is its character as the source of the 
charismatic life which is the life of the 
church itself. The church is the life of 
mysterious grace, and the Mysteries exist 
exclusively through the episcopacy; with- 
out it they fail, and the church with 
them.” (W.S. Schneirla) 


Discussion: Is the sharp contrast be- 
tween these positions clear? If so, how 
can so difficult an issue between two 
bodies of Christians be resolved when 
it is so basic to both? Can one church 
ask the others to “compromise” their 
deepest convictions concerning Christ’s 
Church? Can either insist that its own 
position must be wholly accepted by the 
other before there is genuine unity? If, 


As long as the well is full, they never 
miss the water, let alone thank God for 
it, but when the well runs dry, the dry- 
ness of the well is exceeded only by the 
dryness of their own spirit. 


let us say, Congregationalists resent the 
Orthedox for holding to the authority of 
the episcopate, can they object if the 
Orthodox resent the Congregationalists’ 
insistence that nothing should be allowed 
to endanger the autonomy of the local 
congregation? In such a situation can 
any movement toward unity in organiza- 
tion avoid becoming divisive? 


The second step 


When we recognize that God wills the 
unity of his people in Christ, we must 
confess his power to accomplish this unity 
in spite of the apparently insuperable 
obstacles offered by our systems of church 
government. No barrier can be consid- 
ered final. We must look therefore for 
the larger wholeness. 


“In view of (1) the place which the 
episcopate, the councils of presbyters, and 
the congregation of the faithful, respec- 
tively, had in the constitution of the early 
church, and (2) the fact that episcopal, 
presbyterial and congregational systems of 
government are each today, and have been 
for centuries, accepted by great commun- 
ions in Christendom, and (3) the fact that 
episcopal, presbyterial and congregational 
systems are each believed by many to be 
essential to the good order of the church. 
we therefore recognize that these several 
elements must all, under conditions which 
require further study, have an appropriate 
place in the order of life of a reunited 
church... .’’ (Lausanne Report—p. 12) 


Discussion: What are those aspects in 
the structured life of the Christian com- 
munity which can be considered essential] 
and divinely ordained for it? What are 
those elements in church order and or- 
ganization which you would refuse to 
surrender for the sake of unity? What 
elements do you consider optional ? 


The third step 


Among proposals for greater unity in 
organization are the Greenwich Plan and 
E. Stanley Jones’ outline for the “Fed- 
eral Union of the Churches.” This latter 
plan includes the following principles: 


1. “. . . The denominations can unite 
on the basis of federal union. They do 
not need to surrender their creeds, doc- 
trines or customs. No change would be 
required in their forms of church govern- 
ment.... 

2. “Such a union would: (a) Be an or- 
ganic union, Federal Union is more than 
federation or cooperation. It can function 
as an organism and be the actual union of 
all communions into one great body, ‘The 
United Church of Christ in America.’ (b) 
Have as much authority, strength and 
reality as given to it by the constituting 
bodies. It can have prestige as great as 
that which the United States has realized 
through Federal Union of the States... . 

3. “. . . the denomination shall be the 
unit of organization as the States are the 
units in our Federal government. The 
Federal Union idea on the national level 
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is equally applicable to the other levels of 
organization, state, area or city... . 

4. “. .. the Federations and Councils of 
Churches on the national, state and local 
levels, would take on new values and func- 
tions in becoming the National, State or 
City Assemblies of the United Church of 
Christ in America.... 


5. “Each local church will have a dual 
membership; it will continue as a member 
of the denomination or branch to which 
it now belongs, and it will be a member 
of the United Church of Christ.” 

Discussion: Let the group discuss the 
merits and demerits of such a plan. Is 
it appropriate to devise a form of church 
government on the analogy of state and 
federal governments? If no change is 
produced in present forms of church gov- 
ernment, where would the gain lie? Does 
this plan rest upon the premise that 
creeds are relatively unimportant to 
Christian unity? Does it represent too 
great a sacrifice or too little on the part 
of your denomination? Are the churches 
already moving in the direction of this 
plan through the local, state and national 
councils ? 


The fourth step 


No less than 25 communions are today 
engaged in negotiations looking toward 
organic union with other communions. 
These negotiations are now at different 
stages of exploration and consummation. 
Here, for example, is the Preamble from 
the Basis of Union of the Congregational 
Christian Churches and the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church: 

“We, the regularly constituted represen- 
tatives of the Congregational Christian 
Churches and of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, moved by the convictions 
that we are united in spirit and purpose 
and are in agreement on the substance of 
the Christian faith and the essential char- 
acter of the Christian life; 


“Affirming our devotion to one God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our 
membership in the holy catholic church, 
which is greater than any single church 
and than all the churches together; 


“Believing that denominations exist not 
for themselves but as parts of that church, 
within which each denomination is to live 
and labor and, if need be, die; and 


“Confronting the divisions and hostili- 
ties of our world and hearing with a deep- 
ened sense of responsibility the prayer 
of our Lord ‘that they all may be one’; 


“Do now declare ourselves to be one 
body, and do set forth the following ar- 
ticles of agreement as the basis of our 
life, fellowship, witness, and proclamation 
of the gospel to all nations.” 

Discussion: Now mergers of this sort 
often fail not at the national level but 
at the local level, due to opposition from 
congregations and presbyteries. Often 
they are “killed” by laymen. What are 
the chief factors which influence their 
vote? Probably churches in your city 
have been involved in merger negotia- 
tions. What kind of support or opposi- 
tion has been given by laymen? What 
are the potential gains and losses from 
this type of merger? 
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Readings 

Newbigin; Dillistone; Lausanne Re- 
port; Lund Report; Toronto Statement. 
A Tentative Outline, Federal Union of 
Churches (Association for a United 
Church, 74 Egmont St., Brookline 46, 
Mass.) 


Projects 


The group may wish to set up a panel 
of three speakers who are competent to 
describe the distinctive aspects of the 
episcopal, presbyterial and congregaga- 
tional forms of church government. 

Members of churches which have been 
engaged in mergers may prepare reports 
of the procedures and difficulties. 

—From ECUMENICAL CONVERSATIONS, 
published by the World Council of 
Churches, 156 5th Ave., NYC 10; 50¢ per 


copy. Destined for use by study groups 
in churches and communities. 


Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Ordaining Women. This column 
feels like buying the editor of the Out- 
LooK a lunch for his excellent editorial 
on ordaining women. Why men are per- 
mitted almost to monopolize our church 
sessions and our church policy is beyond 
my understanding. The Presbyterian 
Church, USA, has just ordained its first 
woman. (The lunch will include steak 
if desired). 


Challenge to Laymen. Q. (from 
Florida) I am interested to know what 
you consider the most challenge verse, 
for laymen, in the New Testament. 

A. In my opinion the best verse for 
laymen is part of Galatians 2:20: “I 
have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ liveth 
in me.” This powerful verse kills all 
pride, abolishes the stubborn thing we 
call ego, and identifies the layman with 
his Lord. There can be no higher Chris- 
tian goal. 


Billy Graham. Q. (from D.C.). 
“Why do you never comment on Billy 
Graham. What is your appraisal of 
him?” 

A. There is too much small criticism 
of preachers. The Christian message is 
so terribly important to our world that 
we can ill afford small criticism of those 
who preach the gospel. I have actually 
heard a minister criticized for the’ way 
he parts his hair. I ask of a minister 
only that he love Christ with real devo- 
tion and preach him reasonably well. 
Billy Graham loves Christ and preaches 
him with power. To say that you or I 
would prefer a different style is the type 
of small criticism which I dislike. 


Tragedy. England and France have 
almost disrupted the United Nations. 
There must have been collusion between 
three nations in the drive against Egypt. 
The hands of the Christian clock have 








been turned back in a frightening man- 
ner. 

Above Politics. “Truth, right and 
justice are more important than any 
political party.”—SENiIor CITIZEN. 


BETTER MOVIES 


War and Peace 


WAR AND PEACE (Paramount). 
Tolstoy’s epic novel has been transformed 
into an epic film. While many of the 
characters have been dispensed with, 
numberless episodes ignored and some of 
the lengthy philosophical dissertations 
eliminated, it remains a spectacular en- 
tertainment lasting over three hours. The 
frame of the work is preserved, the idea 
that war is a curse and a futility remains 
paramount, the premise that love has 
many ways of expression is still true. 
The climax of one of Napoleon’s most 
ambitious campaigns ending in disaster 
provides the heroic aspects of the drama. 
The romantic, social and philosophical 
affairs of several aristocratic Russian 
families give the needed human empha- 
sis. The weaving of their destinies into 
the momentous events of their day 
achieves the panoramic canvass with 
which the historian, the novelist and the 
painters of an epoch have made the 
world familiar. Technicolor and Vista- 
vision help to reproduce Borodino, Aus- 
terlitz, the crossing of the Beresina, the 
retreat from Moscow in a way probably 
unequalled in any war picture. Charac- 
terizations by an international cast of the 
many involved are impressive. FOR: 
Adults, Young People. 

THE BAD SEED (Warners). The 
challenging play by Maxwell Anderson 
and the novel by William March about a 
child murderess is now a film drama 
leaving an impact from which it is diffi- 
cult to escape. A mother discovers that 
her young daughter has resorted to kill- 
ing several persons, in every case making 
it appear an accident, because those in- 
volved are in the way of her possessing 
a coveted object or have found her out. 
Because of the mother’s belated knowl- 
edge of her own origin, this creates an 
acute situation leading to tragedy. This 
will open anew the strength of heredity 
vs. environment or the discussion of this 
subject. It may give undue concern to 
the parents of adopted children and doom 
children with questionable backgrounds 
to stigmas which they do not reserve. 
However, the film is so well produced 
and directed, so superbly acted, and it is 
on such a high intellectual level that it 
will be of absorbing interest to thinking 
audiences. The surprise ending may seem 
contrived, the forces of nature not being 
always so conveniently cooperative as 
shown, but it offers a solution. This is 
a terrible tale, magnificently told. FOR: 
Adults. 


Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 
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EDITORIAL 


“Monstrous Hypocrisy” 


A Methodist leader issued a warning 
the other day that has more applications 
than he indicated. 

At a School of Alcohol Studies for 
100 Methodist temperance leaders from 
twelve states, Bishop John Wesley Lord 
of Boston cautioned against over-simply- 
fying the alcohol problem. ‘Passionate 
prohibitionists,” he said, might be guilty 
of “a monstrous hypocrisy” if they preach 
against alcoholism and remain uncon- 
cerned about the social evils that foster 
it. 

Alcohol, he reminded them, is not one 
problem but a whole series. And if you 
are to do something about the alcohol 
problem you must also be concerned about 
poor housing, economic exploitation, cor- 
rupt politics, false advertising, divorce 
and broken homes, sexual immorality, 
spiritual defilement. He could have 
named more. 

The bishop’s admonition is needed. 
Too many issues are faced and solutions 
are put forward in terms of painting the 
leaves on the tree instead of some con- 
cern for the health of the tree’s roots. 

You may wish to make a list of these 
things, beginning near at home .. . with 
behavior problems of children, and 
branching out into domestic and inter- 
national relations. 








Fundamentalist Tour 


It is not surprising that the fundamen- 
talist American Council of Christian 
Churches should be sponsoring a tour of 
the United States by eight clergymen who 
are refugees from Iron Curtain countries. 
It will be designed to conteract the visit 
of the clergymen from Russia earlier this 
year under auspices of the National 
Council of Churches. 

We can be fully sympathetic with the 
plight of refugees from totalitarian re- 
gimes. We can bear them all goodwill. 
But at the same time we will deplore their 
use in efforts to destroy rather than create 
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better relations between the nations. It 
would seem that without any obstacles 
placed in the way of international rela- 
tionships in these times the task is formid- 
able enough but to have difficulties added 
in the name of Christ is almost incon- 
ceivable. 


Fellow-Christians 


One current illustration of the need to 
keep channels of communication and 
goodwill across international boundaries 
is seen in the pathetic appeals from the 
recent revolt in Hungary. 

Before Soviet forces crushed the up- 
rising in that country, the newly-formed 
Christian Youth League called upon 
Christian young people throughout the 
world “to pray with us and for us” in 
efforts to gain acceptance of “an inde- 
pendent, free and neutral Hungary.” 

With their appeal directed to Chris- 
tians in the Soviet Union, the United 
States, England and France, the youth 
leaders sent copies to the World Council 
of Churches to be relayed to national 
councils. 

While Fundamentalist leaders may not 
intend to make communication between 
Christians of these countries more diffi- 
cult, their campaigns and charges never- 
theless have that result. 


Help for Garibaldi 


We are still searching for a correct 
report on what Garibaldi is credited 
with saying. A letter in our issue of 
October 29 put the question to us but so 
far we have no reliable citation of source. 

Ministers have often used the quota- 
tion in sermons but who can tell if Gari- 
baldi actually said it—and when and ex- 
actly what did he say? The help of our 
readers will be deeply appreciated. Here 
is the familiar passage as we carried it: 

“IT am going out from home. I offer 
neither quarters, nor provisions, nor 
wages. I offer hunger, thirst, forced 
marches, battles and death. Let him who 


loves his country with his heart and not 
with his lips only follow me.” 


A Study of Saints 


The word “saint” seems not in com- 
mon use today, at least among Protes- 
tants, who certainly do not worship or 
even “venerate” them in the religious 
sense of that word. Yet one cannot re- 
gard the sacrificial lives of men like 
Francis of Assisi in the twelfth century, 
or Patrick in Ireland some eight cen- 
turies before, without feeling that they 
are worthy to be called saints when com- 
pared with some of us who are professed 
Christians. It is not easy to define the 
word or explain its varied meanings. 
A little girl, however, gave an illuminat- 
ing definition. 

As the story is told, she went to church 
with her grandfather. While he listened 
to the sermon she could not understand, 
she concentrated attention upon a beau- 


tiful window depicting a saint. As the 
light changed from bright to less brilliant 
colors when clouds intervened, she was 
greatly impressed. Walking homeward 
they met a man well known to the grand- 
father, who remarked, “If there was ever 
a saint on earth, he is one.” “I know 
what a saint is,” the little one exclaimed; 
and when asked to explain she said, “A 
saint is one who lets the light shine 
through.” 

Her definition may not be in the dic- 
tionary; but it is certainly in close ac- 
cord with the meaning of the Hebrew 
or Greek words translated as saint in our 
scriptures. 

In the King James Version of our 
Old Testament the word saint is found 
about forty times as the translation of 
one of four Hebrew words, all of which 
indicate persons set apart from the com- 
mon run of human beings. In the New 
Testament the word is found some sixty 
times, in each case being the translation 
of the Greek word hagios, which means 
to be set apart. Paul’s letters, for in- 
stance, are usually addressed to “the 
saints,” whether Jews or Gentiles, who 
were followers of the Christ. And Paul 
makes it clear in all of his epistles that 
to be truly a Christian is not a matter 
of mere belief but of a life of love and 
service. One has only to read his Epistle 
to the Ephesians to see clearly Paul’s un- 
derstanding of the word “saint.” Indeed, 
the whole of his teaching is summed up 
in his epistle to the Philippians where 
he makes it plain that even to approach 
sainthood one must not only have “the 
light of life” but “let the light shine 
through.” 

Jas. E. CLarkE. 


Learning Languages 


Upton Sinclair, now 78, tells about 
his method in learning foreign languages 
when he was a boy in his teens. 

He chose the New Testament as his 
first text book. He says he could guess 
the meaning of the words without holding 
a dictionary in his lap. He was inter- 
ested to see how the familiar English 
words looked in Latin, Greek, French, 
German and Italian. He read the New 
Testament in each of the languages. Now 
he recommends the practice to students. 

This is described in his recent work, 
The Cup of Fury (Channel Press, $3) 
—the 65th book he has written. Many 
of these have been translated into 47 
languages in thirty different countries 
for a total library of 732 volumes. 


There is no central planning for Prot- 
estant missionary work. . . . “Like a 
mighty army moves the Church of .. .” 
Rome. The Protestant churches are on 
the whole content to shamble along like 
the rabble of camp followers, but let us 
at least admit that they are a bit better 
than they were a century ago.— STEPHEN 
NEILL. 
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Footnote on the Home at Nazareth 


EVERY ADVANTAGE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


O ONE who believes in the provi- 

dence of God can believe that the 
circumstances of Jesus’ life were acci- 
dental. No one who believes in the reality 
of Jesus as a person can believe that the 
circumstances of his life were unimpor- 
tant. Nobody is independent of his sur- 
roundings, his friends, his climate, his 
race, his ancestors. . . . If you believe 
that the circumstances of Jesus’ life were 
accidental, then you are believing either 
that God didn’t care where and how 
Jesus lived, or else that God would have 
done better by his Son if he could. So 
—let us take it for granted that the where 
and the how of Jesus’ growing years were 
just as God planned. Jesus was given 
every advantage. 

“Every advantage’—how often those 
words are used by ambitious parents for 
their children! ‘I have had a hard life, 
but I want my children to have every 
advantage.” We hear that sentence, or 
others much like it, all over America. 

Well, Jesus had every advantage. 
Whatever was necessary, that he should 
develop into perfection of manhood, we 
may feel sure God would see to it that 
he had. If he lacked anything, it is 
plain (to anyone who believes strongly 
in Providence, at any rate) that God 
did not regard that as necessary to his 
Son’s welfare. Yet when you look into 
it, you find an odd thing. Jesus dis- 
tinctly lacked some of the advantages we 
crave for our children. One of these is 
economic security. Joseph had no guar- 
anteed wage; when he died there was no 
life insurance; if the family owned any 
land we do not hear of it. If a Dean of 
a modern college looks over the applica- 
tion blanks of prospective Freshmen, and 
sees in the space for “Father’s occupa- 
tion” that rare word “‘Laborer” or even 
“skilled craftsman,” he will not expect 
much of the boy; he has “lacked the 
advantages” you would expect of college 
material. 


HEN you come to that, it must be 

admitted that Jesus never did have 
what we today would call higher educa- 
tion. There was doubtless a synagogue 
school for children in Nazareth, but that 
was the extent of education in villages 
around Galilee. A caustic comment on 
Jesus years later, “How does this man 
know all this?—he has never been 
taught,” (Phillips tr. of Jn. 7:15) shows 
what was thought of the Nazareth schools 
by highly educated people. 

Another of the essential. advantages 
we undertake huge mortgages in order 
to secure for our children, is the right 
neighborhood; meaning houses costing 
not less than—too much, neighbors who 
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belong to the right clubs, speak with the 
right accent, came from the right colleges. 
Nazareth lacked every qualification for 
being a “good neighborhood.” The most 
anyone would say if you told them you 
lived there, was “Oh.” It was not the 
kind of town to which the graduates of 
our seminaries hope to receive calls. It 
was not the sort of town where a cor- 
poration rising-executive would like to 
have to open a branch office. It would 
not be considered a “strategic location” 
for a Presbyterian church. We are, in 
short, led to conclude that God was not 
nearly so anxious that his Son in his 
human life should grow up in “right 
surroundings” as we are for our children. 

Another thing we feel is a distinct 
advantage is to have am ancestry about 
whom there can be no question. Jesus 
did have royal blood in him, to be sure; 
but what were most of the kings from 
whom he was descended? Petty bar- 
baric chieftains, ruling over a territory 
hardly bigger than a good American 
county—all in all not just the kind of 
kings who drew much attention from the 
great monarchs. Evangelist Luke almost 
goes out of his way to supply the reader 
with information about Jesus’ family 
background, and on the family tree as 
he constructs it, in place of these ob- 
scure kinglets we find some even more 
obscure very private citizens. And some 
of the better-known persons in the fam- 
ily were shady characters. The worst of 
it was (tell it not on the campus nor in 
the country club!) they were mostly non- 
Aryan. 

If a boy with all these handicaps grad- 
uated from one of our high schools, would 
we recommend him for entrance to one 
of our church colleges? Would he be 
voted ‘‘most likely to succeed”’? 


ET us not be too hasty to say that the 

boy Jesus “had nothing.” He did 
have every advantage that he needed, 
after all. He had the essentials. Maybe 
it is an advantage to be reduced to es- 
sentials; others have found it so. 

At all events, he had mother-love. Even 
when his mcther misunderstood him she 
still loved him. ‘This is the climate in 
which the good life grows. Without this 
advantage, life is handicapped indeed; 
with it, much else is unnecessary. Then 
he had the give-and-take of life in a 
home with brothers and sisters. Let us 


not quarrel with those who are slow to 
take the Bible’s word for it that these 
were genuine brothers and sisters. They 
lived under the same roof, the neighbors 
who knew them for years called them 
brothers and sisters, the men who wrote 
the story of Jesus’ life called them 
brothers. But the point is that they all 
lived together, and in a family of seven 
children (at least), in a carpenter’s homeé, 
there isn’t too much room nor quiet. Little 
John the Baptizer went off to the wilder- 
ness and stayed there all his days. He 
never quite understood Jesus; his life 
had never enjoyed the advantage Jesus 
had, of living in close quarters with oth- 
er children his own age. The ideal 
human life does not develop in solitude. 
Another advantage Jesus had, some 
men and women do everything possible 
to keep from their children: just plain 
work. Not busy-work, something to keep 
the boy out of mischief, but real pay- 
the-grocer work, work that has to be 
done, rain or shine, headache or not. We 
don’t know just how soon he started this; 
tradition has it that Joseph died soon 
after Jesus was twelve, and that there- 
after Jesus had to support the family. 
Anyhow, of all the advantages that turn 
boys into men, few can beat hard work. 
And finally and best of all, the grow- 
ing boy Jesus had the advantage of living 
in a home of genuine simple faith. “I 
am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word,” is almost 
the first sentence we hear from the lips 
of Mary. God raised an Abraham, a 
Kagawa, out of pagan surroundings, and 
doubtless God could have produced a 
Jesus that way also. But in the wisdom 
of God he gave his Son every advantage; 
not least of these being a climate of faith 
from his first moment in this world. 
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their witness to our Crucified and Risen 
Lord.” 

Signing the appeal were Franklin 
Clark Fry of New York, chairman of the 
World Council’s Central Committee; 
Ernest A. Payne of London, vice-chair- 
man, and W. A. Visser ’t Hooft of Gen- 
eva, general secretary. It was made pub- 
lic at the New York offices of the World 
Council. 

The officials said that Christians 
throughout the world are “profoundly 
shocked and sorrow-stricken” at the 
“tragic reversal” suffered by the Hun- 
garian people who had “so clearly as- 
serted their desire for freedom and in- 
dependence.” 

“They called the attention of the 
World Council’s 165 member churches 
to the “immediate relevance” of certain 
sections of the “Appeal to Churches and 
Governments” approved by delegates to 
the agency’s Second Assembly held in 
Evanston, Ill. two years ago. 

“We refer particularly,” their state- 
ment said, “to the claim that fear and 
suspicion cannot be replaced by respect 
and trust unless powerful nations remove 
the yoke which now prevents other na- 
tions and peoples from freely determining 
their own government and form of so 
ciety. We urge member churches to con- 
tinue to seek this objective.” 

The officials also noted that delegates 
at the Evanston Assembly had agreed 
that Christians “must stand together with 
all who, in their struggle for freedom, 
suffer pain and trial.” 

“Our unity in this fellowship will re- 
main unbroken whatever happens and 
will also find expression in prayer,” the 
World Council leaders declared. 


Hymns-of-the-Month: 1957 
Hymns-of-the-Month, for special em- 
phasis throughout the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., during 1957, have been 
named by the Council on Church Music 
of the Board of Christian Education. 
This program is designed to make 
some of the better hymns more widely 
known and used and to lift the level of 
appreciation of these hymns. In some 
churches the hymn is sung at the morning 
service each Sunday during the month 
of emphasis and used in other congrega- 
Prowwe FOLDING 
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tional groups and organizations. Notes 
on the history or background of the words 
and music are printed in bulletins and 
congregational papers. 

Hymns chosen for the coming year are 
(numbers are from The Hymnbook) : 

January, God of our fathers, 515. 

February, In Christ there is no East 
or West, 355. 

March, O Sacred Head, now wounded, 
194. 

April, The strife is o’er, 203. 

May, Fairest Lord Jesus, 135. 

June, Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, 
215. 

July, For all the saints, 425. 

August, Come, thou fount of every 
blessing, 379. 

September, O Word of God, incarnate, 
251. 

Octuber, O Master, let me walk with 
thee, 304. 

November, Now thank we all our God, 
9. 

December, Hark, the herald angels 
sing, 163. 


CHURCH PLANS 


New Orleans 


Napoleon Avenue and Prytania Street 
churches of New Orleans will become 
one church on November 18—the Church 
of the Covenant, occupying the Napoleon 
Avenue facilities. Pastor at Prytania 
Street is Walter D. Langtry. There are 
248 members. Napoleon Avenue, with 
556 members, has no pastor at the pres- 
ent time. 

Also in New Orleans, the Bethel con- 
gregation (36 members) will become a 
part of the Claiborne Avenue church (269 
members), of which Max Ecke, Jr., is 
pastor. 


Richmond, Va. 


Third church in East Richmond has 
been granted permission to move and build 
in the west end of Richmond near the 
Tuckahoe elementary school. The mem- 
bership of Third church has become 
widely scattered over the city while the 
area near the church has been gradually 
occupied by Negroes. East Hanover 
Presbytery already has a 2'4-acre site 
for a new church which the Third Church 
congregation will be given. W. Arnold 
Pate is the pastor. 
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Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


Have you omitted something, or someone? 


Is there one bequest you intended to make... but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your possessions 
to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in your will, 
you can provide for the continuous advancement of 
Christianity throughout the world. Many such bequests 
have been received by our Board and invested in the 
work of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will, consult a good lawyer. 
We will be glad to supply any information desired as to 
the form of bequest or the use of your legacy. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


RBoOaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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Southern Baptists Plan 
For Dozen New Colleges 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—A trend 
toward establishing Southern Baptist 
colleges in large cities will result in the 
opening of perhaps a dozen new schools 
in the next 15 years, it was predicted 
here. 

R. Orin Cornett, executive secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Education Com- 
mission, said some of the schools will be 
junior colleges and universities. 

Dallas, Texas, Baptists recently voted 
for a junior college, he said, and Louis- 
ville, Ky., Baptists have petitioned the 
state Baptist association for a branch of 
Georgetown College, a senior Baptist col- 
lege. 

He also reported that Atlanta Baptists 
are seeking a school. The Mobile, Ala., 
Baptist Association is the latest to join 
the group, with plans for a four-year 
college. 

Mr. Cornett said it costs only about 
half as much per student to operate a 
college in a city of over 50.000 popula- 
tion as in a smaller community. 

“Records show it costs the state con- 
ventions $63 per student to operate seven 
senior colleges in cities of 50,000 or 
more,” he said. 

“On the other hand, 20 senior colleges 
located in cities under 50,000 population 
require $120 per student from conven- 
tions to operate.” 

Mr. Cornett said Baptist college ex- 
pansion has been stimulated because of 
the anticipated doubling of student en- 
rollment in this country by 1970-75. 

“People who have wanted Baptist col- 
leges all along see from this prediction 
that there will be student demand for a 
college,” he said. ‘They feel now is the 
time to begin one.” 


* * * 


The man who does not pray, who does 
not even have five minutes a day in his 
own room face to face with God, is sim- 
ply playing with his soul. And if he is 
the father of a family, he may be playing 
with his children’s souls. He says he 
believes in God, the Father Almighty. 
But does he? Would not half-an-hour’s 
honest thinking about it drive him to his 
knees P—JAMES STEWART. 
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Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 2, 1956 
Scripture Lesson—John 14. Printed Text 14:1-14 


It was the night before the crucifixion. 
Jesus and his disciples were gathered 
together in the Upper Room. In the early 
part of the evening the disciples had 
debated among themselves as to which of 
them was the greatest. Jesus had shamed 
them into a better spirit when he took 
the towel and the basin and performed 
that humble service which none of them 
would stocp to do. All of them were 
touched but Judas. He rose during the 
course of the meal and went out into the 
darkness. He had determined that very 
night to betray Jesus into the hands of 
his enemies. Jesus then spoke those 
solemn words which his disciples prob- 
ably did not understand at the time, but 
which meant so much to them in the 
days that followed: 

“This is my body, which is broken for 
you. . .. This is my blood, which is 
poured out for many for the remission 
of sins. . . . Continue to do this in re- 
membrance of me.” 

Then he spoke more plainly. One of 
their number was about to betray him 
and another to deny him. Worst of all 
he announced that he was about to leave 
them and then added, ‘Where I am go- 
ing you cannot follow me.” As a result 
the disciples were sorely troubled. And 
it was first of all to comfort them that 
Jesus spoke those words which more than 
others from that day to this have brought 
comfort and strength to the hearts of men. 

“Let not your hearts be troubled,” 
Jesus said, and added a moment later, 
“neither let them be afraid” (14:1,27). 
Their trouble was aggravated, if not 
caused by uncertainty and fear, as is 
most of ours. As A. J. Hadfield, the 
British psychiatrist, has said, “If fear 
were abolished from modern life the work 
of the psychotherapist would be nearly 
gone.” But how can we conquer our 
fears? Arthur John Gossip says, in The 
Interpreter’s Bible: 

“John Macmurray, the philosopher, ar- 
gues that many are hag-ridden by fear, 
‘by the feeling of being alone in a hostile 
world,’ and that a false religion tries to 
steady them by asserting that what they 
dread will never really happen, which, he 
says, is a lie. But a real religion rallies 
them by convincing them that, if the worst 
does come, there is nothing to be afraid 
of.” 

Christianity, he concludes, is such a 
religion and the only such. 

“Let not your hearts be troubled,” 
Jesus said, “believe in God, believe also 
in me.” The Greek may be translated, 
“You believe in God, believe also in me.” 
But most scholars are agreed that both 
verbs should be translated by the impera- 
tive. The way was dark and obscure, 
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and there were many pitfalls ahead, but 
they were to trust God and also him. As 
Marcus Dods paraphrases the words of 
Jesus: 

“Trust him who over-rules all events. 
He will bring you through this crisis for 
which you feel yourselves incompetent; or 
if, in your present circumstances, that 
faith is too difficult, trust me, whom you 
see and know, and whose words you can- 
not doubt.” 

But what were they to believe about 
God and about Christ? How would faith 
in him relieve their troubled hearts? 
Just what did Jesus offer to do for them 
and for us? 


1. | Go to Prepare a Place for You, 


“My Father’s house (vs. 2) points to 
the immediate presence of God, and to 
that condition in which his love and 
protection are uninterruptedly and di- 
rectly experienced. 

“In my Father’s house, said Jesus, 
“are many rooms”—enough for all who 
shall come, and “I go to prepare a place 
for you.” Of course Jesus is speaking 
figuratively. We do not know to just 
what the rooms refer. But we do know 
that our Heavenly Father has provided 
a home for us in the world beyond and 
that Jesus is busy in preparing what will 
give us satisfaction and joy. When we 
expect a guest we love and have written 
for, we take pleasure in preparing for 
his reception everything that will min- 
ister to his satisfaction. It is enough 
for us to know that Jesus is similarly 
occupied. He knows our tastes, our capa- 
bilities, our attainments, and he has 
identified a place as ours and holds it for 
us. What the joys and activities and 
occupations of the future shall be, we do 
not know. But we do know that at home 
with God the fullest life that man can 
live will certainly be ours. 

But we must not think that Jesus will 
leave us to follow him alone, to find our 
way in the dark to the Father’s house. 
“TI will come again,” said Jesus, “and 
will take you to myself.” In The Lu- 
minous Trail Rufus Jones, the Quaker 
saint, tells of the great sorrow that came 
to him with the death of his eleven-year- 
old son. He wrote: 

“When my sorrow was at its most acute 
stage, I was walking along a great city 
highway, when suddenly I saw a little 
child come out of a great gate, which 
swung to and fastened behind her. She 
wanted to go to her home behind the gate, 
but it would not open. She pounded in 
vain with her little fist. She rattled the 
gate. Then she wailed as though her 
heart would break. The cry brought the 
mother. She caught the child in her arms 


and kissed away the tears. ‘Didn’t you 
know I would come? It is all right now.’ 
All of a sudden I saw with my spirit that 
there was love behind my shut gate.” 

So there is. And we have Jesus’ prom- 
ise that when that gate is opened, he 
himself will be present to usher us into 
our Father’s home. For many, all the 
pain and darkness of death have been 
taken away by that assurance. “They 
have accepted death as the needful transi- 
tion to a state in which that fellowship 
is all in all.” 

Thomas, the questioner, said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. .. .” That is the question many 
would raise, if they were to speak all 
that is in their hearts. There is mystery 
and uncertainty in the presence of death; 
we launch out into the unknown. And 
if we do now know where death leads, 
how can we know the way? 


Jesus replied, “I am the way, and the 
truth and the life.” Most scholars are 
agreed that the last two expressions are 
dependent upon the first: ‘I (emphatic) 
am the way, because I am the truth and 
the life.” The way to what? To many 
things, but primarily the way to God, to 
a final resting place in the Father’s home. 

Christ is the way because he is the 
truth. “Life is full of illusions of pop- 
ularity, of success, of seeming greatness, 
of trifling sentimentalisms,” says Bruce 
V. Black. But Christ is the truth. “If the 
gospel is true and if God is, as the Bible 
declares, a Living God,” says William 
Temple, “the ultimate truth is not a system 
of propositions grasped by a perfect in- 
telligence, but a Personal Being appre- 
hended in the only way in which persons 
are ever fully apprehended, that is, by 
love.” (Readings in John’s Gospel, The 
Macmillan Co.) And if Christ is thus 
apprehended by love he will guide us all 
the way—in this life and unto the jour- 
ney’s end. Jesus is the way because he 
is the truth and the life. My human life 
is a dying one. In Jesus, apprehended 
by love, I find the “real life which un- 
folds beautifully, increases moral 
strength, enriches relationships with 
others, and intensifies one’s usefulness 
with humanity. All about me are death 
and decay. From them I turn to the 
Abundant Life which, as the physical life 
sloughs off, emerges . . . like Christ’s.” 
(The Upward Look, Houghton-Mifflin 
Co.) 

As Helen Wodehouse has pointed out, 
Jesus does not say, “ ‘At the end of the 
way you may find me’; he says, “I am 
the Way; I am the road under your feet, 
the road that begins just as low down 
as you happen to be.” If we are in a 
hole the Way begins in the hole. The 
moment we turn to walk in the Way we 
are walking in God. The moment we 
set our face in the same direction as his, 
we are walking with God.” (Inner 
Light, The Macmillan Co.) The way 
starts here where we are, because as 


13 








Archbishop Temple points out, “there is 
no conceivable combination of circum- 
stances in which it is not possible to show 
love, and ‘God is love, and he that 
abideth in love abideth in God, and God 
abideth in him’” (1 John 4:16)— 
Temple. 


There is no way to God except by 
Jesus, and his way is the way of love. 


ll. He Who Has Seen Me Has Seen 
the Father, 14:7-11 
But Jesus promised his disciples not 
only that he would take them to be at 
home with God in the world to come, 
but also that they, through him, could 
have a satisfactory knowledge of the 
Father—now. “If you had known me 
(really known me) you would have 
known my Father also.” There is in- 
volved here a stupendous claim. We 
know something of God from his outward 
works—in nature, for example; but we 
really know God only in Christ; and if 
we really know Christ, which means a 
great deal more than having a superficial 
knowledge of his life and teachings, we 
know God; as Jesus says, “henceforth 
you know him and have seen him.” 
Philip had not yet caught the point. 
“Lord, show us the Father,” he said, 
“and we shall be satisfied.” He expresses 
here the desire of all mankind—for a 
manifestation of God that none can mis- 
take; but more than that—for a mani- 
festation of “the Father.” It is as though 
Philip said, “We have long believed in 
God, but make him plainly known to us 
as Father and we shall be satisfied: Show 
us the Father and we shall be satisfied.” 
Philip was expressing the common 
need of all mankind, but one which for 
a discerning Christian has already been 
met. If Philip had not seen God in 
Christ, and God as Father, he had not 
really learned to know Christ: “Have 
I been with you so long, and yet you do 
not know me, Philip? He who has seen 
me has seen the Father.” 
In what sense do we see God, the 
Father in Christ? Says E. Stanley Jones: 
“We do not see in Jesus God’s total 
omnipotence—that would do us no good, 
for it would frighten us. . . . Nor do we 
see in Jesus God’s total omniscience—it 
would overwhelm us. ... The revelation 
of God’s omnipotence and omniscience 
would not be redemptive—it would be 
paralyzing. What we want to know is, 
What is God like in character?. . . God’s 
character we have seen in Jesus.” (The 
Way to Power and Poise, Abingdon Press.) 
Some years ago Dr. H. E. Fosdick 
wrote: 





“The word ‘God’ is only a picture frame. 
All its value depends on the quality of 
portrait which the frame encloses. Into 
that old frame Jesus put a new picture so 
beautiful because of his own life, so in- 
spiring and winsome because of his sacri- 
ficial death that man never had so thought 
of God before and never since have been 
so moved, melted and transformed by any 
other thought of him. That is an amaz- 
ing thing to have done. In this world 
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where so many have groped after God, 
guessed about God, philosophized concern- 
ing God, the Master has lived a life of 
such self-authenticating spiritual gran- 
deur that increasing millions of men when 
they wish to think about God can think 
nothing so true, so satisfactory, so ade- 
quate as that the God they worship is like 
Christ.” 

But Jesus does more than reveal the 
character of God; in him we see and hear 
the living God speaking and acting 
among men: ‘How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? Do you not believe that 
I am in the Father and the Father in 
me? ‘The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 
“Believe me,” he adds, “that I am in the 
Father and the Father in me; or else 
believe me for the sake of the works 
themselves.” 

Jesus here describes two levels of faith. 


“Best of all is that intuitive faith which 
apprehends Deity when face to face with 
it and can accept the claim which its very 
nature must make. ... But if that is 
beyond us, then it is still possible for us 
to face the works which he does, and 
recognizing them as divine, acknowledge 
that he who does them must himself be 
God.” (William Temple) 


lll. Whatever You Ask in My Name 
I Will Do It, 12-14 


Jesus proceeded to speak of a third 
way in which faith in God is bound up 
with faith in him, and why therefore we 
are not to be unduly troubled or fearful. 
“He who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do, and greater works than 
these will he do.” Jesus did not mean 
that the disciples could perform greater 
miracles than those that he had per- 
formed, for these were not the great works 
which he had come to do. Jesus came to 
reveal God and to redeem man. He tells 
his disciples that they will have more suc- 
cess than he in carrying on the work of 
the Kingdom. The explanation of this 
truly remarkable promise is found in the 
fact that “I go to the Father.” 


It was only when he had gone to the 
Father that the greater works of his 
Kingdom could be done: first, because 
his death and resurrection were to be the 
great converting influences all through 
the ages; and second, because being with 
the Father he would be in the place of 
power, able to respond to the prayers of 
his people. The greater, works would 
be done after all through Jesus. His 
power, God’s power, would be behind the 
human agent, and that power would come 
in answer to prayer. 

“Whatever you ask in my name,” Jesus 
promises, “I will do it.” We must not 
overlook the qualifying phrase “in my 
name.” Jesus does not promise to do 
whatever we ask. As Buttrick reminds 
us: 

“People have prayed for fine weather 


and it has rained in torrents. People have 
prayed for health and their sickness has 


become chronic. People have prayed for 
deliverance and danger has turned only 
to imprisonment and wound. People have 
prayed to live and they have died. People 
have prayed that loved ones might be 
spared, and their loved ones have perished 
even while the prayer was being said.” 

This is a fact of experience which we 
must recognize—if our faith is not to 
fail. But Jesus never promised to give 
us all that we asked. 

“His assurances were wide as time and 
eternity, but they carried always a con- 
dition: ‘If ye shall ask anything in my 
name, I will do it’; ‘If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you.’ This condi- 
tion is usually explicitly stated, and when* 
not stated it is implied.” (Buttrick) 

To pray in Jesus’ name however does 
not mean merely adding a trifling and 
often meaningless clause to the end of 
our prayers. It means to pray as Christ’s 
representative, to pray for what already 
is a part of God’s will, but a part of 
that will which he waits to fulfill until 
we recognize him as the source of bless- 
ing by asking it of him; then imme- 
diately, as Temple says, his power is 
released and becomes effective. 

There are two other things which Jesus 
asks us to believe about God and him- 
self in the 14th chapter of John. They 
lie beyond the printed text, and there is 
space here only to mention them. “I 
will pray the Father,” says Jesus (15-26) 
“and he will give you another Counselor 
to be with you forever.” In the KJv is 
‘another Comforter,” but this is an in- 
adequate translation of the Greek word 
as is the rsv “Counselor.” The Greek 
word means another one to be at your 
side—to comfort, counsel, strengthen and 
aid. It is the promise of the Spirit— 
God in us, Christ in us. 

The final promise which he asks us 
to accept in faith is, “Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give to you” (27-31). 
Jesus does not promise to preserve us 
from all harm, he does offer to give us 
that peace which he experienced even in 
the presence of the cross, an inward joy, 
growing out of communion with God, 
which does not lie at the mercy of outward 
circumstances. 

Here then is Jesus’ remedy for troubled 
hearts: Believe in God, believe also in 
me—that I have gone to prepare a room 
for you in my Father’s house, that he 
who has seen me has seen the Father, that 
whatever you ask in my name I will do; 
that in my stead the Father will give 
you another Comforter, Counselor, Help- 
er, one always with you, always ready 
to aid; and that there is available for 
you now the most blessed of all gifts— 
that inward peace which I have found 
with the Father, a peace which the world 
cannot give—nor take away. “Let not 
your hearts be troubled; neither let them 
be afraid” (14:27). 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE CUP OF FURY. By Upton Sinclair. 
Channel Press, Great Neck, N. Y., 190 pp., 
3. 





In Upton Sinclair’s latest book The 
Cup of Fury, he places before us two 
thoughts that should help any one who is 
tempted to flirt with America’s most dead- 
ly weapon. ‘This deadly weapon that 
the advertisers have made so invitingly 
desirable is none other than King Alcohol 
itself. 

The author’s purpose in writing this 
book is to help “young America” to truly 
know how deadly the least bit of alcohol 
is when it is taken internally. The most 
incidental encounter of John Barleycorn 
that a person shares eventually finds the 
person locked in mortal combat with a 
deceitful killer. Mr. Sinclair states that, 
“IT compiled a list of the drinking people 
I have known. Two score of them went 
to their doom, eleven as suicides. The 
Cup of Fury is their story.” 

The second thought he gives to us in 
this book is, “Great men are great not 
because of alcohol, but in spite of it.” 
This is only a beginning statement for 
him; for he attempts to illustrate to his 
readers, by personal case histories, that 
the real greatness that these men were 
destined to achieve could never be reached 
because of their miserable estate as slaves 
to alcohol. ‘More tragic than any short- 
age of years was the loss of productivity, 
the absence of joy.” In the clutches of 
their tormentor, alcohol, many would-be 
great men never achieve their expectation. 

Struggling in a web of doom or trying 
to drink “skillfully and discreetly” al- 
ways seem to have the same result. John 
Barleycorn becomes the victor and the 
most pitiful spectacle of all times is en- 
acted within sight of those who are soon 
to follow in the same direction—a man 
of potential worth wastes his faculties 
by carrying an “alcoholic conflagration 
around with him.” 

The Cup of Fury is a book for all to 
read and the closing chapter is especially 
helpful to those who may need some help 
in order to throw off John Barleycorn. 
Alcoholics Anonymous receives the praise 
it deserves and it is a fitting way to close 
this book. Throughout the book, we only 
read of those who struggle in vain but 
before the book is finished a rav of hope 
is given to those who may think there is 
no way out of their struggle with alcohol. 

“Alcoholics Anonymous is the finest an- 
swer for those who are alcoholics; and for 
those who have not yet had their first 
drink ... the wisdom and courage to say 
NO is the answer; and for those who have 
seen the misery ... caused by drink... 
a continuing fight is the answer.” 

This book is a warning to our nation. 
May we take the warning and prepare 
ourselves to fight and destroy this deadly 
weapon of the evil kingdom. 

J. RAayMonp Ho tsey. 
Snow Hill, Md. 


NOVEMBER 19, 1956 


guidance, 
moral courage, bad habits, and assurance 
of salvation. 


othy Carnegie. 
York. 250 pp., $2.95. 


QUESTIONS THAT MUST BE ANSWER- 


ED. By Clarence W. Kerr. Cowman Publi- 
cations, Inc., Los Angeles, Calif. 
$2.50. 


190 pp., 


By means of a questionnaire, distrib- 


uted among the members of his 3000- 
member congregation in Glendale, Calif., 
Dr. Kerr determined what questions were 
being most frequently asked among them. 
These ten sermons are the pastor’s an- 
swer to these spiritual queries. 


Among the subjects dealt with are: 
worry, burdens, suffering, 


Most of the material used in answering 


these questions comes from a skillful use 
of the Word of God. Experience and 
wide reading are combined with the 
Scriptures to produce these straightfor- 
ward and simple answers. 


J. WALTON STEWanRT, JR. 


Savannah, Ga. 


DON’T GROW OLD—GROW UP! By Dor- 
E. P. Dutton & Co., New 


The widow of Dale Carnegie (How 


to Win Friends and Influence People) 
has written a popular little book of advice 
based on courses given by the Dale Car- 
negie Institute. 
it is understandable and a good many 
people who would not read on Overstreet 
book may get some helpful ideas from 
this. 
is related to problems people face—mar- 
riage, friends, growing old, etc. 


It is not very deep but 


It is a challenge to maturity and it 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


American Youth in Trouble. Henry 
Rische. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J. $2.50. 

The Burden of Ha’drach., Florence Miller. 
Greenwich Book Publishers, Ine. N. Y. 
$2.50. 

Devotions for Adult Groups. Wallace 
Fridy. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $1.50. 

The Questioning Child and Religion. 
Edith F. Hunter. Beacon Press, Boston. 
$3. 





Familiar Hymns with Descants. Donald 
D. Kettring. Westminster Press, Phil. 
$1.10, paper. 

Choral Readings for Fun and Recreation. 
Edited by Harry J. Heltman & Helen A 
Brown. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
$1, paper. 

The Use of Music in Christian Education. 
Vivian Sharp Morsch. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $3. 

The Communication of the 
Faith. Hendrik Kraemer. 
Press, Philadelphia. $2.50. 

Faith, Hope and Love. Emil Brunner. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. $1.50. 

Life-Situation Preaching. Charles F. 
Kemp. Bethany Press, St. Louis. $3. 
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to bring you greater 


knowledge of your faith 


Why I Ama Presbyterian is a stirring state- 
ment of the principles and practices of 
Presbyterianism—from the beginning to 
modern times. It is a book, written as the 
author’s personal story, which graphically 
highlights the beliefs, history, and accom- 
plishments—everything that is vital for 
intelligent participation in Presbyterian 
worship. You'll find it as inspiring as it is 
informative. 


WHY IAMA 
PRESBYTERIAN 


By Park Hays Miller, D.D. 


$2.75 at all bookstores 
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CHANGES 

Emmett G. Sheppard, from Gadsden, 
Ala., to Box 730, Springville, Ala., where 
he will serve the Springville church. 

Robert D. Earnest, executive secretary 
of the Presbytery of Louisiana, Baton 
Rouge, will become executive secretary 
of the Presbytery of Augusta-Macon, 
effective Jan. 16. He will live in Macon, 
Ga. 

William T. Wing, Jr., from Tallahassee, 
Fla., to the Lakewood church, 1875 
Browns Mill Rd., S. E. Atlanta 15, Ga. 

Lynn T. Jones, from Norfolk, Va., to 
1425 Medway Rd., Columbia, S. C. 

Maynard D. Woltz, from. Clothier, W. 
Va., to 2410 E. Washington St., Charles- 
ton, W. Va. 

A. L. Ash will be honorably retired as 
pastor of the Kenner, La., church Dec. 31. 

James M. McDaniel from Franklin, W. 
Va., to 416 E. Thompson Lane, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Carl May, Leasburg, N. C., will become 
pastor of the Thyatira church, Rt. 2, 
Salisbury, N. C., Dec. 1. 

H. H. Thompson from Ruston, La., to 
1020 W. Peace St., Raleigh Apts., V-4, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


DEATHS 

Ralph S. Carson, 67, pastor of the 
Second church, Mooresville, N. C., for 
the past 27 years, died suddenly of a heart 
attack at the manse Nov. 6. He had only 
recently tendered his resignation to be- 
come effective Dec. 31. 


COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

John B. Dickson, First church, Tampa, 
Fla., is the new president of the Florida 
Council of Churches. Mrs. Norwood 
Phelps, a Presbyterian U. S. leader of 
Jacksonville, was named second vice- 
president. 


LEGION CHAPLAIN 

Shelton M. Hutchison, Charlotte, N. C., 
now serving as supply pastor of the Nor- 
wood, N. C., church, has been appointed 
to fill an unexpired term as chaplain of 
the North Carolina American Legion. He 
served in the same post in 1954. 


MISSIONARIES 

On furlough: Miss Catherine Gray, of 
Mexico, is now in Dallas, Texas, on ‘ur- 
lough. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. G. DeLand, of the 
Belgian Congo, have just arrived in this 
country and will be in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., on furlough. 


Peace (College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 











At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmospherg which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian ... in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 





Other missionaries recently arriving in 
this country on furlough: From Central 
Brazil: Adam J. Martin and Mrs. Martin, 
1135 S. Garfield, Denver, Colo. 

Guatemala: John C. Shackelford and 
Mrs. Shackelford, 9195 Garden Grove 
Blvd., Garden Grove, Cal. 

North India: Miss Frieda R. B. Manus, 
R.F.D. Muscoda, Wisc. 

Punjab: The William D. Barrs, 501 
Locust Camp Rd., Dayton 9, Ohio: The 
Charles W. Riddles, 306 Chautauqua Park, 
Boulder, Colo. 

Western India: The F. O. Consers, 
1428 Stuyvesant, Trenton, N. J.: Miss 
Treva Marshall, 508 Watkin St. Ft. 
Wayne, Ind. 

Iran: Miss A. Catherine Alexander, 
1026 Forest St., Bellingham, Wash. 

Mexico: Mr. and Mrs. James Cavin, 
170 Marengo Ave., Pasadena 5, Calif. 

Thailand: The H. Gaylord Knoxes, the 
Simpson Orchard Co., Vincennes, Ind.; 
The Albert B. Newports, 13 Sharpless St., 
West Chester, Pa. 

Venezula: The Harry Peters, 38 Alex- 
ander St., Princeton, N. J. 

West Africa: William D. Reeves, Pres- 
byterian Board of Foreign Missions, 156 
Fifth Ave., N. Y. 10. 


MEXICO 

James Sprunt, First church, Raleigh, 
N. C., recently led a week of services at 
the annual meeting of the Mexico Mis- 
sion. 


METHODIST BOOK EDITOR 

Emory S. Bucke, Nashville, Tenn., has 
been named book editor for the Methodist 
Church (Abingdon Press), succeeding 
Nolan B. Harmon who was elected a 
bishop last summer. 


TILLICH AWARD 

Paul J. Tillich, professor of theology 
at Harvard University, was recently 
awarded the Goethe Plaque of the City 
of Frankfurt by the West German govern- 
ment. A native of Germany, Dr. Tillich 
taught at several German universities be- 
fore coming to this country in 1933. The 
citation paid tribute to his writings as 
having set an example of “moral responsi- 
bility and affirmation of life.”” He was ulso 
hailed for “sustaining the concept of 


dignity and freedom of the individual — 
during an era of recklessness and cala 
mitous upheaval.” 


PRINCETON SEMINARY 

Theodore F. Romig, New York, was the 
recent lecturer on missions at Princeton 
Seminary on the subject of “Previews of 
Redemption.” 

David L. Crawford, former Plainsboro, 
N. J., pastor will become assistant to the 
president of Princeton Seminary. 

Donovan O. Norquist, who has been 
pastor at Monmouth Junction, N. J., will 
be assistant to the dean of field service 
at Princeton Seminary. 

Hendrik Kraemer, formerly of the Uni- 
versity of Leyden and more recently of 
the World Council of Churches ecumeni- 
cal institute, will be at Princeton Semi- 
nary during the second and third terms 
as guest professor in ecumenics. 


LOUISVILLE LECTURES 

Lecturers at January 22-25 lectures at 
Louisville Seminary will include: Charles 
W. Ranson, general secretary of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council, on “The 
Christian Mission: Its Source and ¥Ful- 
fillment”; J. G. Patton, Atlanta, and 
Marvin C. Wilbur, New York, on Steward- 
ship; Laurence W. Lange and Walter K. 
Maude, on National Missions; Lewis 
Nicholas and George Edwards on Church 
Music. 


DCEs 

Beatrice Earnest, from Caldweli Me- 
morial church, Charlotte. N. C., to Bream 
Memorial church, 317 W. Washington St., 
Charleston, W. Va. 

Sue Vandiver, from Idlewild church, 
Memphis, Tenn., to 46 Snider St., Grenada, 
Miss. 

Louise Painter, from Mebane, N. C., 
to Mrs. W. S. Mixon, Jr., Rt. 3, Box 80, 
Griffin, Ga. 





University of DUBUQUE 
intellectually Vigorous . . Consciously Christian 
: Fully Accredited College of 
Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary. 
In its Second Century of Service. Under 
auspices of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
WRITE: Admissions Department, University 
of Dubuque, Dubuque, lowa l 
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(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 
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